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The older kids enjoyed listening to fluent
English speech which is something they don’t
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‘made herjob a lot easyeii. “1 Just said these e Wi reveal muc skm, and don’t play sports. The boys
the_ things I'd like t‘i be in H. . not knowing if any Ashleigh Geddes - thought that was brilliant,” she laughed.
of it could be done,” she said. The school kids were also
The students paid their own $3500. surprised at the sight of the Nayland

(on which they saved $300 thanks s girls painting a mural at the school
the exchange rate) for the trip, but of their host mother, Sipehn.
fundraised to contribute towards items Eatn Cambod,ia n d ="
for ﬂ;;people in Cmt;]dbglhr; g participate in any sort of labour, so
= -Z ag; Ot;liI;)S V'111sqley o tbS;e ot Sipehn appreciated having them
. K]a. e Fhere to show them women can be

. independent and don’t have to rely
primary school, where they also . on their husbands for everything.
donated books that were bought with

“We were like, “‘Why are these kids
watching us?’ They said, “They’ve
never seen girls work before,” We
were surprised!” Ashleigh laughed.

The most significant contribu-
tion the group made was to make

the money raised outside the canteen at
lunch times last year. Mrs Greenland
said the children were scared, but very
interested in them. “They were
standing ten metres away from us, and

when we stepped forward they all
collectively stepped back,” she said.
The kids soon became comfort-
able with the students. Mrs Green-
land found that the children loved
having their photos taken, and that
being able 10 see the photos on the
digital camera was an exciting
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water filters for a non-profit founda-
tion called Trail Blazers. The
organisation’s aim is to build self-
sustaining projects that enhance
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The Ndyland group was happy to get the opportu-
nity to help build some water filters for locals, in what
is still one of the poorest countries in the world, and
the college contributed money towards a concrete
~ mixer for thento make the bricks for the filters.

The group split into two teams who each deliv- -
ered a water filter to a needy village. The family Mrs
Greenland’s group went to was in an ugly state.
“There was a lot of rubbish, maybe 100 ducks (in the
pond). This is the water they use to drink and wash
in,” she said. |

Ashleigh was in the other group, who went to
another poor village to deliyer the gift. She is proud
of their contribution. ‘"Tho;Ze water filters keep the
water 99.9% pure, which is better than their pumps
which were rusty and quite old,” she explained.

Most of the accommodation was provided by
locals who opened up their homes. For Ashleigh, the
oppourtunity to live with some Cambodians proved
scary at first, but she now can’t think of a better way
to really see the country. “We were thinking, “What
are they going to feed us? There’s not going to be any
hot water.” Then we got there and had the most
amazing time.”

A visit to an orphanage struck their sensitive
sides. Ashleigh found it particularly sad. “I just
wanted to pull an Angelina (Jolie), take them all
home. Give them a good kiwi life,” she said.

Mrs Greenland also thought it was hard to
comprehend. “They’ve got one cupboard. All their
belongings are in that one cupboard,” she said.

They also had the opportunity to donate blood,
which is not something that is done in most Asian
countries. Blood is desperately needed in Cambodia
where dengue fever and haemorrhagic fever cause
many people, including children, to need transfusions.
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The blood centre was modern and spotless. “We
wouldn’t have let them do it if it wasn’t,” Mrs
Greenland said.

The group met a woman from the United Nations
who informed them about problems with landmines
and human trafficking. They also visited the head of
the Volunteer Service Abroad who was pleased that
the Nayland students knew about the work they do.

Although the change in food and dodgy water
caused most of the 15 students to fall ill at some time
during the trip, it was expected. “When you’re in a
different country- you’re going to get kids getting
sick,” Mrs Greenland said.
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Catherine shares New Zealand stories with Cambodian school children.
Ashleigh thought the group worked well and was

quite surprised they all became good friends. “When
I first met everyone I thought- ‘Oh yeah, theyre okay.
I suppose I can get along with them,” but once we
were there we were so incredibly close,” she said.
Mrs Greenland is already thinking of future trips
but she wouldn’t change a thing. “What we got from
it was so fantastic that we’ve got to take more kids
there. Everything we did was so valuable,” she said.
Ashleigh agreed. “It was just a surreal experience.
It didn’t feel like reality until I got home and then I
wanted to go back. I think 1 made a difference and 1
really liked it.”.
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