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In December last year, & group of
intrepid Year 12 and 13 students from
Hagksy wenl an the adventure of thair llves
-0 Cambodia

It hadl taken 9 manths of fundratsing
and argansng; countiess meatings, earty
moming car-parking in-the winter months,
miarny sausage swzles, @ trivia night, an
art-auction, raffles and ddlivering the
yellow pages, . you rame i, thay were oul
thers daing it; pius they had some greal
support from friands. famiy and local
arganisations

The idea came from Year 13 Dean.
Rachsl Hawthaorme, Rachel leaches
the Leadership Laboratory courss &
Hagley and aiso co-ordinates tha Young
New ZealandersChallengfDuke of
Edinburgh), < wanted 1o provide an
opportunity that wouid broaden studenis’
harizons, but also give tham the chance
o' make a difference in the lves of olhars,”

Alatig with Neleon based company
Gecka Tralls (www.aeckatralls.conz),
who have exlensve sxperienca taking
Amencan and MNew Zealand students, and
VEA Adventure Volunteers through South-
East Asia: an flinerary was formed that
helped o combing bath ethical toursm
and education around global sssesina
thised warld emvironment

Giarin Newman, Hagley College
caunsallon who accompanied the group,
explains, “Studenis-had 1o be prepared
for everything such an environmant
demands such as vacclnation lrom
thisease, exposure o extreme poverty and
heal, and a lack of many thirgs wa lake
for granied - like sealad roads, education,
focd byglens, access o madical cang,
librares, rubibish cofection etc.” Along with
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Ihat is the trauma that Cambodia suffansd
during the reign of the Khmer Rougs and
since, and how that iBgacy i still aftecting
everyday life in Cambodia.

The geoup came overload into
Cambodia via Thatdand — whach only abauat
3% of travellars 0o, Jade Kemish-Barmes
left they had eamt their place thers, |
lovad expenencing everything an tha way;
the rice paddies, the potholed roads, the
dustand seaing everyday life”

Staying in Stem Raap the studants
wvisited and learmt about one of the Seven
Wondars of the Warld, the Andglkor
Temples: BO% of toorists to Cambodia
come nera, and here onty

Because of Iha heal, early misming
starts werg the norm but students all
agread with Ester Wootaston, whao stated,
“adUs Iha mcest me of day, its guiet and
cool. But nngl”

Visitg o hurnanitanan and aid
argansations were a crucial element in
ihe trip and the studsnts used $2,000
af the money they rased o donate to
various organisations. “it was such:an
mporiant companeat- of Ihe tnpand so
much more meaningful than sending a
donation from Mew Zealand having seen
the circumsiances first hand," explains
Rachel, When the average wage in
Cambodia ks L1552 a day, it felt e a
wortiwinile contribotion 1o a veny needy
popUkaton.

On behall of Hagley, the group
purchased and deliverad 4 water fittars
1o ensure schooks and commurefias had
access to clean walar a5 1 chiid in 7
doesn't ve to 5 years old, mainly becauss
of preventanike medical conditions such as
chysentary of matminion. They aso wisited
the Anghkor Children's hospital where they

Conlirnedt bage 2

5.

»s :

- i *:;

with & rural famidy

20 a family
thiat rmay

d cartificates b

AHELF. A cost 0

e, are on their i can stil regues
ement onling via Leamer Login on the NZQA Website until 30 June 2008 NZA Website -

WKW nz and follow the Lear Login details



