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Hutt fair will help Books for Cambodia

Undar Pol Pot, a genaration of Cambodians went without books. There were no schools and
raading matarial was often burnad.

Mow lack of maney means today's chikdren of that generation also miss out, That's why we're holding a book
fair on Saturday, ¥ August in support of N2's "Books for Cambodia Trust'. We need yaur help,

Jennie Wilsan has seen far hersell how eager children in the Takeo province of Cambodia are to delve into the
pagas of books. She's baen a foreignar howering over them with & camera, "but thay barely look up, they'ra
50 engrossed in reading”.

The trouble is, at the 3 000-pupil Moy U Sophea school just south of Phnarm Panh and the nearby 600-pupil
Kla Krohim junior schaod, there aren't many books they can read,

Tha Cambodian goverrvment will fund text books, but in this developing country sall rebuilding after the
ravages of the Khmar Bouge regima, thera's not anowgh menay to stock libraries.

That's why Jennie, husband Roger and other Mew Zealanders who have helpad with aid projects in this part of
the world, launched the registered charibabée trust Beoks for Cambodla last vaar,

Jennie, an early childnoosd and primary schaal teacher, and Roger, a community devalopment specialist, have
racked up a total of four years of work in Cambodia with New Zealand's Volunteer Services Abroad {WSA) and
a Dutch NGO aquivalent,

With thair daughter Rachel and her partner Scatt, thay now run Gacks Trails, offering New Zeslanders &
different kind of travel experience, On trips planned in conjunction with W&, about & dozen kiwis at & tima
go on "Addventures’, gatting a real taste of hife in Cambodia By stayving with willagers, and giving semething
back by workeng on community progeces,  OF cowrsa, thera's tima to ses some of the towrst Righlights as wall,

Prewious ‘addventurers’ have halpad schoals In the Takeo area by building lbrary shelves and astablishing
library systems, painting, fence-buwilding and getting recycling and gardening schemes up and running.
Jennia says the foous of the Beoks for Cambodia Trust is to put fiction and non-fiction literature on thoss
shelwes - written In Cambodian and at one bi-lingual school, Cambodian and English,

In Pod Polb's time there were no schools; books were burned. Cambodia’s publishing industry is only now
starting o recover, and when money fram the West flaws in, that's a real boost to local authors and
publishers, Jennie says with books costing around $NZ3 &t markets there, the $8,000-3%,000 already raised
by the brust has gone A long way.

"Since word had gob out Bbout what we're doing, thare has been a lot of interest fram other schools, Thena
are 14 high schaols in the distrct where we are working,”

Maw fealand donabions are also paymg for training of school librarians thara,

Becausa evaryone on the brust gives their time as volunteers, Jennie says every cent raised here goes on
buying books ar training libranans in Cambodla



