Hutt fair will help Books for Cambodia

BY SIMCOH EDWARDS

JENMIE WILSON has =zeen for
harself how eager children in the
Takeo provinee of Cambodla ape
to delve into the pages of books,
She's been s foreigner hovering
gver them with & camers, "bat
they barely look up, they'rs =o
engresssl In eading™,

Thetroublais, at the 2000 papdl
Moy I Sophes schoed just south ol
Phnom Penh and the nearby 600
pupil Kla Krohim junior sehoal,
tharie aren 't many books they ¢hn
read.

The Cambodian government
will fund text hacks, but in this
developing country  &till
rebnaild g after the Favages of tha
Elhmer Rouge regime, there's nol
enough money ta stock libraries.

That's why Jennie, hushand
Rogar and other New Zealandears
Wi ava bl ped with aid projocts
in this part of the warld, launched
the registered charliable trusi
Fewrks fiwr Crone Do 1nst year

Jemmnie, pnearly chaldhood and
primary school teacher. and
Rogar, a earnimum ity deviol gt
apecialist, hawea racked up o todal
ol fowr vears of work in Cambadia
with Mew Zesland's Voluntser
Sarvices Abrosd (VEA) and a
Thatch NGO eguivalent

Withthelrdanghber Bachel and
har partner Scott, they now run
Gecho Trails, offering New
Zeplanders a differsnt Kind of
travel experience. On trips
planned inconjuncienwith V&8a,
aboul a dozen Elwis at a time go
on ‘Addventures’, getting a real
nste oflife in Cambodia by stmving
wleh wvillagers, and glving
smmething tack by workineg on
cattumunity projects.  Of course,
thare’s time to see some af the
tourist highlights as well,

Praadons “addventurers’ have
halped sehools in the Takeo area
by building library shelves and
establishing library systems,
painting. fence-building and
getting recycling and gardening
sehemes up and running. Jennie

» GIFT OF
READING: NZ
‘addvenfurer
Hannafh
Baldwin with
students of
Takea
provinge, ani
liberaturs
hought By
fonks for
Cambadia,

spys the focus of the Hueks
Caertfndler Torust Bs o pat fletlonand
non=fiction Iterature an those
shelves - written in Cambodian and
atone bi-lingualschoal, Cambodian
and English.

In Pl Pot™s tlme thae Wers no
schools, books were burned
Cambodia’s publishing indusiry Ls

material was often burmed.
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Books for Cambodia

ITNDER POL POT, a generation of Cambodians went
withoul books, Thers wers no schiools and reading

Now lack of money means today’s children of that
generation &lso miss out, That's why we're helding a
book fair on Saturday, 3 Augnst in support of N2's
‘Boaks for Cambodia Trost'. We need your help, See

only now sturting to recover, und
W ln maney o the West Bows
In, that's 4 real bodst 60 local
authors and publishers. Jannie
zavs with books costing around
SMZ3 at murkats thars, the $8,000-
9,000 already ralsed byt trust
his gore & long way,

“Since word had gat out aboual

what we're dolng. therehasbeenn
ok of inherast From other schools
There arg 14 high schools in the
districd where we are working."

Mew Zanlnnd donationsars glso
paying for training of school
Ibrarians thes,

Hacanse: averyone an the st
gives their time as voluniesrs,
Jennia spysavary centraizad here
gres on buying books or training
librarians in Cambodin,

= T Books For Cambodta Trusdy
Huli Kews book fair will be beld in
Liwwer Hutl co Saturday, 9 ugusd,
Lviery conk rared by sake of books
will o tenkainds thae Inasts wark

S we peed your donalions o
books, Clis, lake issue maganines
anid shesl music. Orop them off af
i office at 22 Baroaa Bd, of If you
I more Ehan a carfon ull, seed
wour delals o
editor@hullrews.coms (or phone
Simon (P08 and we'll pick
Ehem up,



